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T is evident that the name of 
AzIN G Do is derived from its once 
famous AB BEN, before the building 
whereof, it was called Sheoveſham, 
this Monaſtry was of the Benedictine 
order, and founded by Heane, Nephew 
to Ciſſa, Father to king Ina, about the 
Year 676. William the Conqueror 
kept Eaſter here, and left his youngeſt 
ſon Henry to be educated by Robert 
d'Oyly, a great benefactor to this 
place, Many men eminent for their 
quality, learning and virtue, lay inter- 
red in the Church of this Abbey ; but 
all memorials of them were diſtroyed, 
with moſt of the buildings, at the time 
of the Reformation, 


The 


HISTORY OF ABINGDON. 


The Town was made a free 
borough and corporation by charter 
from Q. Mary I. which was procured 
at the intereſt of Sir John Maſon, a 
native of it, and privy counſellor to 
that Queen: The government is by 
a Mayor, Bailiffs and Aldermen. The 
Mannor and Lordſhip were formerly 
the demeſne of the Abbey, but are 
now veſted in the Corporation. The 
Market-houſe is reckoned the fineſt 
in England, built on very high and 
and grand pillaſters of the corinthian 
order; over it is a large Guild-Hall, 
for the Aſſizes and other public buſi- 
neſs. The Market-days are Monday 
and Friday, There are fix Fairs year- 
ly, namely, June 13; St. James, (Au— 
guſt 5); Sept. 13; St. Andrews, (Dec. 
I1); the firſt Monday in Lent; and 
the Monday after old Michaelmas- 
day. 

In this Town are two Churches, 
the 
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HISTORY OF ABINGDON. 5 


the great one, dedicated to St. Helen, 
1s remarkable for its form of of build- 
ing, conſiſting of five parrallel Ailes, 
with the Steeple at the North-eaſt 
corner, ſo that the breadth of the 
whole from North to South, exceeds 
its length from Eaſt to Weſt. 


'The ſmaller Church is dedicated to 
St. Nicholas, built by one of the Ab- 
bots, on the increaſe of inhabitants, 
The Weſt entrance under the Tower, 


is worthy the obſervation of the An- 
tiquary. 


Both theſe Churches contain many 
ancient and curious Monuments, par- 
ticularly in St. Helen's a very fine 
modern one for Mrs Hawkins, but 
their inſcriptions brevity obliges us to 
omit, in order to inſert the following 
antique Copy of verſes from a tablet 
hung up in the hall of Chriſt's Hoſpital, 


in St. Helen's Church- yard, containing 
a 
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a a quaint and intereſting detail of the 
Benefactors, and building of Burford 
and Culham Bridges; whereby the 
great London Road was brought 
through this Town, which in ſome 
degree ſupplied the ſubſequent loſs of 
the Abbey, by influencing travellers 
to take this rout from London to 
Glouceſter, & c. inſtead of going, as 
before, by way of Wallingford and 
Dorcheſter, (in Oxfordſhire) which 
Towns, eſpecially the latter, are 
thought to have decayed in conſe- 
quence. 


Henrici, quinti Regis quarto revoluto 

Anno Rex 1dem pontem fundavit utrumque, 

Supra locum binum Borford dictum Culham-ford, &. 
Kinge Hen the fifr, in the fift of his Raine, eee He 
At Burford: and Culbam did Bridges build twain 
Betwene theſe two Places, but Abendon moſt 

The Kynges high wayes now may be eſely pat 

In M. C.C.C.C. and tenne more by fixe, 

This ſo pious Werke did his Majeſtie fix, 

Le Paſſengers nowe who ſhal travaile this waye, 
Beſure that ye minde for the Founder to praye. 


Ot 
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Of alle Werk? in this Worlde that ever were wzought 
Holy Chirche is chefe, there Children been cherſgd, 
For be Baptihn theſe Barnes to Bliſſe been ibrought, 
Thorough the grace of God, and fayre refr&ſhed. 
Another bliſſed beſind is Brigges to make 
There, that the Pepul may not paſſe after greet Showeh, cr 
Dole it id to drawe a deed Body out of a lake, 
That was fplled in a fount ſtoon, and a felow of oures. 
Kinge Henry the SY, in his fourthe yere, 
He battfifoundFor his folke a Briffge in Berkeſchgre, 
For Cartis with Cariage may goo and come clere, 
That many Wynters afore were marftd in the myre; pmoreed 


— — 


And ſom oute of her ſadfes flette to the grounde, ee (a Fl 
Went forthe in the Water wiſt no man whare, N = ) 


Five Wekys after, or they were ifounde, 
Her Kyn and her knowlech caught hem uppe with care, (ac aaa. tar 
Then the Commons of Abendon cryed on the Kynge, 
Upon Dukes and Lordes that were in this Londe 
The Kynge had hem begynne Jpon Goddes bltſſingi Son 
And make it alſo ſtronFas they couthe with ſtone, lyme 
2 (or ſonde. 


! 


Apen the day of Seynt Albon they beganp this Same, 
And Jah Huchyns layde the firſte Stoon in the Kynge's . 
Sir Peris Beſillis, Kine ht, curteys and keend, (name, 
For his Fadir ſoule, and his Frendes, he dW as he ſcholde 
He gaf hem ſtonys inowhe into the Wicys ende, 
Alſo Mongy as they nedid, techeQhem if they wolde. 
Then 3 men for for the Query made Crows of yre, 
Weges, and Wayes, and non Ee howy 5 Ates 
Tefray BarbFr had pay hem her hyre. 525 
py 
Then 


a. The Gode Lord ofYbendon, of his Londe, 
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(ard ume, 
Then muſt they have Mooldes to make on the bowys. 
They eBkid for Cartes, and caſt for her ch$ſy ng, 
They fonde out the Fundement and layde in large ſtones 
They reyſid up the Arche be Geametre i in ys Gemunte, 
With xi Laborers lavging : at onys. 
Ther was Water inowhe, ſtone, ly me, and gravel, 
Werkemen als wiſe as they coude fynde any, 
And ever bad the Barbour pay for her travel, 
Til a M. mark be ſpende eche a peny. 
Then the ſtrengthe of the ſtreme aſtoned hem ſtronge. 
In labor and lavynge moche Money was lore ; Tt 4 
There loved hem a Laddg was a waterman longe, 


He helpe ſtop the ftreme till the werke were afore. 


It was a ſolace to ſe in a ſomer ſeſong, 

C. C. C. I wyſs workyng athonys, 

1111. and 1111. reulyd be reſonꝭ. 

To wete who wrought beſt were ſet for the nonce. 

The Peple preved her power with the pec pecoyſe (Eclat ) 


The Mattogk was mand handeled right — a whyle ; 
With Spades and 5 Schovels they made ſuch noyſe, schovelc 


That men myght here hem thens a Myle. * 
een oute to wite wite how they wrought, (= 
V. fearfe in a Flomk, it was a fayre fight; 

In bord clothes bright, white Brede they brought, 
Check and Chelfhes-clerclych a d a dyght. ( , ied / 
Theſe weren theDyches i diged in fuKharde groundg, 
And i caſt up to arere with the wey, 

Se chen they were iſet with a guyk mownde 

To holde in the Bankes.for ever and ay 


For 


| 
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For the breed of the Bridge xxiiii. fo large, (breadth) 
It was a greet ſochur of Erthe and of Sonde, 


K-12 And Ys he abated the rent of the Barge. 


An C. Pownde, and xvli. was truly payed. „ 2 


henddeg Be the Nndes of John Hurbyns and Banbery alſo, 


For the Wage and the Barge, thus it muſt be ſayed, 
Thereto witneſſe Abenden, and many oon moo. 


For now is Culham Hithe, icom to an ende, 

An al the contre tife better, and no man the worſe; 

Few Folke there were coude that way Mende, 

But they waged a_wed, or payed of her Purſe. ( 4 
And if it were a Begger had breed in his bagge, : 
He ſchulde be Fght ſoone ibid for to goo aboute ; N 
And of the pore penyles the hireward x wold habbe, (/ake or Te 52, 
A hood or a girdel, and let hem goo withoute, 9 
Many moo myſcl.eves there were 1 fay, 

Calham Hithe hath cauſid many a curſe; £ 
I blyſſed be our Helpers, we have a better Wage, Wat 4 * 
WithouEany Peny for Cart and for Horſe. 

Thus Mord dd the Kynge and the Cowyent, 

And the Conimons of AMbendont, as the Abbot wolde; 

Thus they were ſed, and ſet al in oon aſſent, 

That al the Brekynges of the Bridge, the Town þere Zee Seas 
This was preved Acte alſo in Parlement, (ſchulde: RL 

In perpetual pees to have and to holde; 

This tale is itolde in noon other Stent, 

But for Myrthe, and in memory to yonge and olde ; 

Now every good Body that gothe on this Bri ge, 

Bid for the Barbour jentil Feray, 

That clothed many a pore Man to'bed and to r ag. - 


And hathe holpe to Rentis to holde up this waye : e 


And gaciouſly governed hem Fhercafter ee at he 
ſtonde, 


WXVI. te 


CT 
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Who So RAe. 1 
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onde. 
The which Rentes right tre ve. Men have I takes on bende 


It ſchalg be knowen openly, he dottfhymſclfe beg y le, 
I councel every Creature to kepe bf from the Curſe 
For of this Tretys wilt no more telle, 

And be not H covetous to your owne Purſe, 

For peri! of the Peyifs in the Pit of Helle. 

Now God ge ve us grace to folowe Treuthe even, 
That we may have a Place in the Blyſſe of Heven. 


a Amen. 
uV A. B. I. N. D. O. N. R. F. I. 


Take the firſt letter of youre foure 
Fader, with A, the werker of WENSUE 
and I, and N. the colore of a Aſſe; ſet 
them together, and tel mee yf you can, 
what it is than. 


Richarde Fannande, Ireymonger, 
hathe made this Tabul, and ſet it here 


in the Yere of Kyngk Hezry the ſext e > 


This borough ſends one Burgeſs to 
Parliament, A 
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